THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

first began to assume importance in Saurashtra. Members
of it had already made names for themselves in Gujarat,
where they had acquired the reputation of being good
and fierce soldiers and capable administrators. The first
mention of the family occurs in A.D. 1664, when Sher
Khan Babi was sent with an army against the Koli rebels
of the Chunval district, near Viramgam. Sher Khan's
father, Bahadur Khan, an Afghan, rose to some distinc-
tion under the Emperor Shah Jehan, and members of the
family were afterwards marked out for favour and advance-
ment, Sher Khan had four sons, from the third of whom,
Jafar Khan (also known as Safdar Khan), sprung the
rulers of Radhanpur, Junagadh, and Wadasinor (Bala-
sinor). From the fourth son, Shahbaz Khan, descended
the family of the Ranpur house, now under Junagadh.

On the Marathas entering Gujarat in A.D. 1705, Jafar
Khan had been sent with the Moghal army operating
against them. But he had been captured, two of his
sons sharing the same fate, though afterwards cutting
their way back. Jafar Khan was eventually ransomed,
and was afterwards appointed Governor of Godhra. He
died in A.D. 1725, at a time when his son, Salabat Mahomed
Khan, was beginning to eclipse his father's fame. Salabat
Mahomed Khan attained much influence in Saurashtra
through his having been made the owner of the port of
Gogha by the Moghal Emperor, and his advice and help
were frequently sought in questions arising between the
chiefs of the province and the Viceroys when on tribute-
collecting expeditions. He was also Commander of the
Gujarat army, and we have already seen how by his
influence Jam Tamachi was reinstated at Nawanagar in
A.D. 1727, and how he had been given a lady of the Jhala
family in marriage.

In A.D. 1728, while holding an important command at
Viramgam, he was made Fouzdar of Sorath, at Junagadh.
But the Marathas were then becoming so troublesome
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